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Get Clarity about How 
We Live  

 

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each 
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he 
strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy 
in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. (1 
Thessalonians 3:12-13) 

x The world misunderstands love and ridicules holiness. But in Christ these two virtues 
come together. By embracing both, the church gets to see God (cf., Ephesians 3:7-12 
and Hebrews 12:14). 

1.  Let God increase your love. Let it overflow. 
 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for 
everyone else, just as ours does for you. (3:12) 
 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have 
been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all the brothers 
throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more. (4:9-10) 
 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work 
with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. (4:11-12) 
 

x What is real love? Paul explains: “we are taught by God.” So, the question 
becomes this: “What does God’s love look like?”
--God’s love is a decision to seek 

our good 
--God’s love is not ______________ 

--God’s love is ____________ 
--God’s love is not dependent on us

 
x Destructive misunderstandings of love: 

--Confusing _______ with love 
--Confusing romance with love 

--Confusing emotions with love 
--Confusing ______________ with love

 
x Let God lead you to a peaceful, loving life. Ask and it will be given you.  

2.  We must be holy and live sexually pure lives. 
 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 
(3:13) 
 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact 
you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and 
more. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord 
Jesus. It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is 
holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 
and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. 
The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned 
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you.  For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, he who 
rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 
(4:1-8) 

x What is holiness? It is “living to please God” (v. 1). More generally, to be holy is to 
be set apart for God’s purposes. As with all else, we are to set apart our bodies for 
God’s purposes. 

x What is sexual sin? God considers any sexual activity outside of monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage ____________ or __________ or both. (See Matthew 19:4-6, 
and 5:27-28; Romans 1:23-32; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy 1:9-11) 

x Why does God expect us to practice sexual purity? 

--“It is God’s will …” God designed our bodies for monogamous, heterosexual 
life-long marriage. Using our bodies for anything else creates shame, pain, 
and separation. Sex is like relational ______________. Use it right, and we find 
holy intimacy. Misuse it, and things tear apart. (Cf., 1 Corinthians 6:18) 

--“Learn to control your body …” Controlling our sexual appetites creates 
disciplined, purposeful lives. A lack of sexual control contributes to other 
destructive behaviors. Sexual sin creates _____________. (Cf., Romans 1:24-28) 

--“No one should wrong his brother …” Sexual sin is a sin against other people. In 
sexual sin we use other people, degrading those made in God’s image. 

--“The Lord will punish …” Sexual sin brings consequences … both here, and in 
the hereafter. 

--“Who gives you the Holy Spirit …” Sexual sin joins the temple of the Holy Spirit 
to a ___________. Defaming the Holy Spirit is serious business. (Cf., 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20) 

3. How do we combine love and holiness? We grow in both. 
x The good news: in a fallen world, none of us has perfected love and holiness. So, 

God takes us where we are, and empowers us to grow more and more in each. 
One day, Christ will finish the job of perfecting our love and holiness. 

 
 We instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. 
Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. (4:1) 
 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 
brothers, to do so more and more. (4:10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers: see God, self-serving, proactive, lust, permissiveness, disordered, sinful, superglue, moral decay, 

brothel 


